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Dr. Jonathan T. Reynolds is a Professor of History at 
Northern Kentucky University. He received his doctorate  
in African History from Boston University in 1995. His books 
include The Time of Politics: Islam and Political Legitimacy 
in Northern Nigeria 1950-1966 (1998/2001); Africa in World 
History: From Prehistory to the Present (2004/2008); and 
Trading Tastes: Commodity Exchange and Cultural Exchange 
to 1750 (2006). He has taught at the Bayero University, 
Nigeria, Livingstone College, and Northern Kentucky 
University. Reynolds serves as an Editor for H-Africa and is  
a member of the World History Association Executive Board.

This presentation will undertake a critical 
examination of one of the most contentious 
aspects of Atlantic History: the transformation 
of Western and Central African warfare and 
politics during the course of the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade from roughly 1650 to 1850. Ques-
tions to be addressed will include: What role 
did African states play in the provision of un-
free labor to the Americas? What were these 
states’ motivations? How did the very struc-
ture of the trade influence the choices made? 
How did the introduction of new technologies 
and economies transform warfare and politics 
in Atlantic Africa during the period? In ad-
dressing these questions, the lecture will seek 
to show the complexity of economic, political, 
and cultural interactions which led to the rise 
of the Atlantic Slave Trade and the creation of  
the modern Atlantic world.

“African Warfare in the Era of the Slave Trade:  
Technology, Violence, and  
the making of the Atlantic World.”
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